Monthly Bulletin - December 2025

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ARMAGH

‘A place of history, holiness and hope.

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who feel worthless and

wonder if God cares. To all who fail and need strength, to all who sin and need a Saviour, to all who

hunger and thirst for righteousness, and to whoever else will come. This church opens wide her doors

and offers welcome and love, in the name of the risen Christ. You are most welcome.

Services - 11.45am

Sunday 7th December

Christian Aid Service with Rev Dr
Liz Hughes.

Sunday 14th December

Cradle Roll Service. Led by
Kingdom Kids & Kingdom Youth.

Carols on the Steps, 2.30pm. Led by
Armagh Old Boys Band.
Sunday 215t December

Carol Service. Special music by

Church Choir.

Thursday 25th December

Tassagh Presbyterian Church, 10.30am
Sunday 28th December

Led by Rev Dr David Clarke.
Worship led by Praise Band.

Meetings & Events

Held in Temple Lundie Room unless stated.

Friday sth December

Hub Christmas Party, 7.30pm.
Domino’s pizzas & sweet treats.
£5 per person; under 12 free.

Tuesday 9th December
Presbyterian Women, 7.30pm.
Christmas Quiz & Secret Santa.

Dear friends,

Sunday 3oth November is known in the church calendar as ‘The First
Sunday of Advent’. This date marks the beginning of a new church year as
we enter a period of waiting for the coming of the Messiah, our Lord Jesus
Christ.

I don’t know if you are good at waiting. In December, the queues seem
longer, the traffic lights seem slower, and the bus or train never seems to be
on time!

Waiting. God’s people have been waiting since Genesis 3 for the promise of a
Saviour. The Lord God said to the serpent “I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

This is a hugely important verse in all of the Bible, often referred to as the
‘protevangelium’ or the ‘first gospel’ because here, in the Garden of Eden,
God promised to send one who would ‘bruise or crush the head’ of the
serpent, the Devil.

God spoke through his servant Isaiah:

It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited
for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for
him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation” (Isaiah 25:9).

During this Advent season, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of
Christ, let us rejoice in the knowledge that blesses those who wait upon him.
Jesus Christ offers light and life to all who trust in him for their eternal
salvation.

As Charles Wesley would remind us: ‘Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free; From our fears and sins release us, Let
us find our rest in Thee.’

I wish you and your family a peaceful and Christ-filled Christmas.

Yours in Christ,

Rev Thomas Moore




Youth Ministry

Kingdom Kids meet on Sunday 7th
and 21st December, and Kingdom
Youth meet on Sunday 7th December.
The Kingdom Christmas Party will be
on Sunday 14th December at 12.45pm.
There will be Junior Church on
Sunday 28th December.

Looking Back

November has been another
incredibly busy month. We enjoyed
fun moments together, including a
lively Hub Beetle Drive and a creative
evening making Christmas crackers at
PW. We also shared in meaningful

services, including our Remembrance

Sunday observance, with Rev Thomas
Moore and Ian Kyle laying a wreath at
the cenotaph on behalf of the
congregation. At our Family Service,
we marked Norman Shilliday’s
retirement after 34 years of faithful
service as an elder with a special
presentation. Our Crochet Group
have been creating some beautiful
displays, including Remembrance
pieces for both the Vestibule and
Communion table, and a Christmas Tree for the Festival in Tassagh
Presbyterian Church. We were once again pleased to host the Armagh Pipers’
Club Schools Concert as well as a Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland
lecture led by Rev Dr Tony Davidson. We also welcomed teaching students
from Stranmillis University College, Belfast, who were exploring the diversity
of faith and theological architecture in the city.

Study & Prayer

Held in Temple Lundie Room unless stated.
Wednesday 1oth December

Prayer Meeting, 7.30pm

Wednesday 17th December

Prayer Meeting, 7.30pm

Rotas

Cleaning Team (preparing for)
Sunday 7th December

Led by David Harrison

Sunday 14th & 215t December
Led by Sadie Somerville

Sunday 28th December

Led by Norman Shilliday
Stewards

Karen Kerr, Don McDowell,

Sadie Somerville, Alan Turtle

Prayer Points

Pray for church leaders, ministers and pastors in what is an
exceptionally busy period in church life. Pray that through Advent and
Carol services, they may point people to Christ.

Pray for those working in retail and hospitality and in our National
Health Service. December sees intense demand upon these services and
pray that the Lord would sustain everyone working in these sectors.

Pray for those who are facing their first Christmas without a loved
one, for which this will be a poignant time. May they rest in the
promises of the gospel.

Pray for our housebound members, those residing in folds, supported
living and nursing homes. May this Christmas be a time of joy and rich

fellowship.

Pray for the peace of the world. As we celebrate the birth of ‘the Prince
of Peace’, plead that God would grant us His peace in our day.

Web: firstarmagh.co.uk

Find us: Facebook & YouTube Registered Charity: NIC104984


http://firstarmagh.co.uk
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